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Bouthayna Al Muftah, is a Qatari artist who works in a wide range of practices - from printmaking 
and typography to documentation and book binding. She is inspired by her cultural heritage and 
has used these varied materials to create compelling installations, borrowing elements from the 
depths of Qatar’s history and folklore. 

Al Muftah’s fascination with the roots of her own culture has led her to focus specifically on 
the old neighborhoods of Qatar, its people and their customs. In her practice she reconstructs 
past experiences into contemporary settings, often discovering characters and stories that 
transform her narrative to create a unique universe that future generations can reflect upon.

She gradually turned to book binding as a way of expressing her inspirations and themes, 
producing a conceptual documentation of the past, whilst simultaneously deconstructing and 
rediscovering her compositions in a more abstracted style - thus mastering her own signature 
style through a collection of different genres

Bouthayna Al Muftah holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree from Virginia Commonwealth University 
School of the Arts. She lives and works in Qatar.
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Hollow Fragments  

In her most recent body of work Al Muftah utilizes a variety of media to express her latest 
concept. Through the eclectic use of materials Al Muftah explores time and the perception 
of it vis a vis our defining characteristics as a collective society. The question lies in how 
does culture evolve and does it carry the same symbolism with it over time. With the 
advent of globalization and a pervasive social media / internet culture - has this replaced 
our heritage into a new urbanized setting with old traditions taking a back seat into the 
‘for granted’ category. 

This evolution is rapidly restructuring our relationship with the basic fundamentals that 
made up our social, cultural and heritage fabric - the value and significance has been 
reduced to decorative elements devoid of why, what, who, when and where. 

Al Muftah’s artistic practice focuses on retelling stories of the past to keep them alive and 
fight the deletion of authenticity and ethnicity through urbanization and globalization. 
Her latest work here, is an homage to the deteriorating symbolizations of her country’s 
past - where she wills the viewer to transcend time and space and hence perception to 
tackle our modern times. 

شظايا جوفاء 
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Untitled
Mixed Media on Paper
2019
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Mirash
Black India ink on clay
2019
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Untitled
Inkjet on Print 
44X58 cm
2019
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Untitled
Mixed Media on Paper
40X50 cm
2018
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Untitled
Mixed Media on Paper
40X50 cm
2018
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Aquarium
Acrylic on Canvas
60 x 60 cm
2018
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Residence Shaming
Acrylic on Canvas
120 x 120 cm
2018
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Stigma
Acrylic on Canvas
150 x 300 cm
2019
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A La Carte
Acrylic on Canvas
60 x 60 cm 
2018
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Identity Shaming
Acrylic on Canvas 
120 x 120 cm 
2018
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Culture
Acrylic on Canvas
50 x 70 cm
2018
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The rise of the masses, growth of cities and evolution of urban culture has inspired the 
creation of this body of work, which explores a growing phenomenon of labeling and 
shaming, fueled by culture, socioeconomic status, politics and technological advancements, 
namely social media. These changes are dictating a visible shift in definitions of beauty 
and acceptable behavior. Employing color, geometric abstraction and literal expressionism, 
Mubarak brings these changes to visual life.

Mubarak Nasser Al-Thani
2019
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Mubarak Nasser Al-Thani is a self-taught artist whose childhood sketches brought him into 

  
He later went on to receive a BA from Georgetown in the School of Foreign Service and 
an MA in Urban Planning from New York University in the United States. In his developing 
artistic practice, he uses color and geometric form to capture both abstraction and literal 
expressionism to express the energy of cities, their skylines, expanding to further subjects 
such as culture, history and politics. 
 
Mubarak now works for the Education above All Foundation, which is involved in the 
protection and provision of education worldwide. He also worked as an officer in the 
United Nations from 2013 until 2017. He completed an artist in residency at the Doha  Fire 
Station in 2018, Mubarak has exhibited in Doha, New York, St. Petersburg and has also 
been featured in a number of group shows internationally.

a world outside his daily studies, where lines and forms caught his fascination. 
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